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prowess is not limited to rehabilita-
tion: he also owns several car dealer-
ships, a real estate development com-
pany and a champion horse breeding
farm.

His leadership was recognized by the
University of Montevallo in 1995, when
he was awarded the Doctor of Humane
Letters. Mr. Stephens serves as a mem-
ber of the Board of Trustees of the Uni-
versity, and recently donated one mil-
lion dollars to their capital funds cam-
paign.

As a result of business endeavors,
community service, philanthropic
projects and long-standing support for
higher education, on October 9, 1997,
the University of Montevallo honored
Mr. Stephens by deciding to re-name
the business school the Michael E. Ste-
phens College of Business. The citation
issued by the University’s Board of
Trustees stated: ‘‘His leadership and
service deserve lasting recognition and
are worthy of holding as exemplary to
this and future generations of
Montevallo students, faculty, alumni
and friends.’’ Mr. Stephens has prom-
ised to remain very active in the Ste-
phens College of Business, and I believe
that all of the current and future
Montevallo students will benefit great-
ly from his involvement.

On that day last year, Michael Ste-
phens, loved and respected by all who
have known him, was honored as a
friend and leader to not only the Uni-
versity of Montevallo, but all the citi-
zens of Alabama. I, too, want to honor
Mr. Stephen’s example of strength, vi-
sion, courage and community spirit. On
behalf of my wife, Annette, an alumna
of the University of Montevallo, we
wish Michael Stephens our sincerest
thanks and congratulations for his
dedication to making a difference.∑
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ELLEN BENNETT KANTROWITZ: A
REMARKABLE NEW YORKER

∑ Mr. MOYNIHAN. Mr. President, a
milestone will occur on Tuesday, July
7th, which I do not want to go
unacknowledged: Ellen Bennett
Kantrowitz, a remarkable New Yorker,
will celebrate her 80th birthday.

Mrs. Bennett Kantrowitz is a native
of Queens, New York. She married
Matt Bennett of Brooklyn, New York
and had four children: daughter Pat,
and sons Bill, Mike and Matt. Today
they all have achieved much success
which they attribute to the guidance
provided by their strong mother. Pat is
a program assistant with the National
Association of Secondary School Prin-
cipals in Reston, Virginia. Bill is a
Long Island businessman. Mike is News
Director of WHUD/WLNA in Peekskill,
New York. Matt is a partner in a Go-
shen, New York law firm.

Forty years ago, a tragic accident
claimed the life of Matt Bennett. The
lawsuit which followed led Mrs. Ben-
nett Kantrowitz to enlist the help of
New York lawyer Moses Kantrowitz.
Seven years later, the pair were mar-
ried. For twenty three years this cou-

ple lived happily, continuing to pro-
mote and sustain the strong family
bonds which characterize the Bennett
Kantrowitz family, until Moses
Kantrowitz’s death in 1989.

Mrs. Bennett Kantrowitz is the ma-
triarch of a large and loving family,
one which extends throughout the
state of New York from Huntington,
North Babylon, Massapequa, Selden,
Brooklyn, Queens, and Staten Island to
Upstate, Monroe, Highland Mills, Cen-
tral Valley, Newburgh and Beacon. She
remains steadfast in her dedication to
her children, grandchildren and great-
children, undeterred by age and ail-
ment.

As Ellen Bennett Kantrowitz turns 80
she will be surrounded by family at a
celebration July 4th weekend in Mon-
roe, New York. With appreciation and
admiration I take this opportunity to
congratulate her on her 80th birthday,
and wish her many more.∑
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READJUSTING GLOBAL MILITARY
FORCE POLICY

∑ Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, de-
bate concerning drugs and drug policy
has reached new levels. The letters and
phone calls which my office receive are
a constant reminder that the influx of
drugs into this country are at the top
of constituents’ concerns. Our fight
against drugs exists on two fronts.
Within our border we must educate our
young about the dangers of drugs in an
effort to reduce demand.

Along our borders there exists an-
other battle. This battle, to keep drugs
from entering the U.S. has become in-
creasingly difficult as drug runners
have been employing more sophisti-
cated technologies and techniques.
Small planes are using remote landing
strips to ferry drugs across the border.
In the Caribbean traffickers are using
high-speed boats to escape the Coast
Guard. I need not reiterate how these
preexisting conditions are straining
the effort of our front-line law enforce-
ment people on the border. As the
methods which drug traffickers along
the Mexican border continue to im-
prove, we are beginning to lose ground
in our ‘‘War on Drugs.’’ This current
predicament calls for an increasing and
appropriate role for the U.S. military.

In recognition of this need, I am join-
ing with Senator DEWINE amd Senator
GRAHAM in sponsoring an amendment
which, has been accepted, to the De-
partment of Defense reauthorization
bill. This amendment calls upon the
Secretary of Defense to add drug inter-
diction and counter-drug activities
under military operations other than
war, in the Global Military Force Pol-
icy. This would effectively give
counter-drug efforts greater priority
than military exercises. In addition, it
would come at no extra cost to the tax-
payer. Military resources such as
AWAC’s and other military hardware
would be reallocated and instead of
being sent out on exercises, they would
be used to detect and intercept drug
traffickers.

Elevating the priority of drug inter-
diction within the Global Military
Force Policy is necessary in helping
stem the flow of illegal drugs into this
country. In conclusion, if we are to
‘‘get tough on drugs’’ in the face of in-
creasingly modernizing drug trade, we
must seek to incorporate the U.S. mili-
tary in our effort.∑
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81ST ANNIVERSARY OF THE NA-
TIONAL OCEANIC AND ATMOS-
PHERIC COMMISSIONED CORPS

∑ Mr. SARBANES. Mr. President, this
year marks the 81st anniversary of the
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad-
ministration Commissioned Corps, one
of the seven uniformed services of the
United States. The officers of the
NOAA corps play an integral role in
the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration and serve this multi-
disciplinary scientific organization and
our nation with distinction.

The roots of the NOAA Corps can be
found in 1807, when our third President,
Thomas Jefferson, created the United
States Coast and Geodetic Survey. Di-
rected by Congress, the Department of
War and the Department of the Navy
provided the Survey with commis-
sioned officers to chart the coastlines
and map the shores of our nation, al-
lowing for the expansion of maritime
commerce. On May 22, 1917, an Act of
Congress formally established a uni-
formed service, patterned after the
military, to meet the growing respon-
sibilities and unique needs of the Sur-
vey. This commissioned service of the
United States Coast and Geodetic Sur-
vey (C&GS) served with distinction in
both world wars.

Since its inception, the NOAA Corps
has enabled its members to perform re-
mote, sometimes hazardous and other-
wise arduous duties in a wide range of
environmental measurement and stew-
ardship responsibilities. Indeed, the
NOAA Corps is truly on the front line
of NOAA’s operations. Today’s corp of-
ficers combine unique qualifications as
research ship and aircraft operators; as
technical experts with advanced aca-
demic backgrounds in hydrography, ge-
odesy, fisheries sciences, meteorology,
and oceanography; and as leaders in
technical program and data manage-
ment contributing to the coherence, in-
tegrity, and effectiveness of the admin-
istrative structure of NOAA.

In order to discharge the responsibil-
ities of NOAA, the NOAA Corps contin-
ues to provide a highly effective inter-
face with other branches of the armed
forces, most notably the Coast Guard,
Navy, Air Force, and Army Corps of
Engineers. Additionally, the Corps, our
nation’s experts in nautical charting,
ensure the safe navigation of foreign
trade, 98% of which travels in U.S.
coastal waters.

In recent years, the NOAA Corps has
contributed its valuable scientific and
engineering skills to the Armed Serv-
ices and to the Nation, particularly
during times of national emergency.
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Mr. President, you may recall that it
was the crew from the NOAA Ship Rude
that so swiftly located the wreckage of
TWA Flight 800. The Rude and a shore
component of NOAA officers were also
responsible for creating a highly de-
tailed map which greatly aided Navy
divers in their retrieval of the wreck-
age. For their efforts, they were recog-
nized by then Secretary of Transpor-
tation Pena and by NOAA’s parent bu-
reau, the Department of Commerce,
with the Department’s highest award,
the Commerce Gold Medal.

Additionally, it was the NOAA Corps
who provided ship, aircraft and tech-
nical expertise for an environmental
appraisal and the first comprehensive
study of the Persian Gulf following the
Gulf War. While shore personnel pro-
vided expertise in the management of
hazardous materials, scientists above
the NOAA Ship Mt. Mitchell evaluated
and determined the extent of environ-
mental damage to the Gulf. Not only
did the work of the NOAA Corps grant
instant credibility to both the United
States and the other nations involved
in the Gulf conflict, it also provided a
safe, effective research platform. Once
again, the Captain and crew were
lauded for their service, receiving a
Commerce Gold and Silver Medal, re-
spectively.

Whether charting our nation’s coast-
line, assessing its fisheries stock, or
flying into hurricanes for the benefit of
science and mankind, today’s NOAA
Corp maintains a standard of excel-
lence in steadfastly following its mis-
sion, always ready to apply their sci-
entific and service skills to the man-
agement of the United States’ oceanic
and atmospheric resources.

On this, the 81st anniversary of the
National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Commissioned Corps, I urge all Ameri-
cans to join with me in taking a mo-
ment to honor these men and women
for their distinguished service in their
efforts to explore, chart, and protect
the oceans and atmosphere not only of
the United States, but of the entire
world.∑
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TRIBUTE TO THE KINGSWOOD
HIGH SCHOOL KNIGHTS VARSITY
BASEBALL TEAM

∑ Mr. SMITH of New Hampshire. Mr.
President, I rise today to congratulate
the players of the Kingswood High
School varsity baseball team for win-
ning their first division championship.

As any baseball fan well knows, win-
ning a division championship is no easy
task. Yet what makes the Knights’ sea-
son all the more remarkable is the fact
that they ended their season with a
spectacular record of 22 wins and only
1 loss. The Knights battled for the
championship against Somersworth
High School. Pitcher Kyle Frank and
the team’s four other seniors, Allie
Shelley, Shaun St. Ong, Corey East-
man and Matt Pearson, led their team
to an 8–5 victory to win the school’s
first championship.

Equally as important as the team’s
victory is the way the players carry
themselves both on and off the field.
The Kingswood Knights’ hard work,
fierce determination and positive atti-
tude in the face of tough competition
are traits that exemplify true cham-
pions and should make every student
at Kingswood Regional High School
proud.

The Kingswood Knights are a refresh-
ing example of a principle that often
gets lost in today’s sports world: dedi-
cated baseball playing. The Knights
play because of a love and respect for
the game of baseball and this is evident
in their division championship.

Kingswood’s victory is also very spe-
cial to me personally. Twenty years
ago, as a teacher at Kingswood Re-
gional High School, I had the privilege
of coaching the Knights and, in fact,
had Coach Chip Skelley on my team.
Mr. President, I want to once again
congratulate the Kingswood Knights as
well as Coach Skelley and Assistant
Coach Bill Rollins. It is an honor to
represent the Kingswood Knights in
the United States Senate.∑
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HONORING DR. ELBERT W. FRI-
DAY, JR., ON HIS RETIREMENT
FROM THE NATIONAL OCEANIC
AND ATMOSPHERIC ADMINISTRA-
TION

∑ Mr. HOLLINGS. Mr. President, in
over 30 years as a U.S. Senator, I have
had the opportunity to work with hun-
dreds of Federal employees. Among all
of those hard-working public servants,
there are a few individuals who stand
out for their commitment to doing the
best possible job for the American peo-
ple and who have the skills to get that
job done. Today, I would like to recog-
nize one of those individuals on the oc-
casion of his retirement—Dr. Elbert W.
‘‘Joe’’ Friday, Jr., former director of
the Department of Commerce’s Na-
tional Weather Service.

Dr. Friday has given 38 years of out-
standing service to this country. Twen-
ty of those years were as a U.S. Air
Force Weather Detachment Com-
mander in Saigon, Vietnam, and
Nakhon Phanom, Thailand, and as the
Director of Environmental and Life
Sciences in the Office of the Under Sec-
retary of Defense for Research and En-
gineering. The remaining eighteen
years were served in the National Oce-
anic and Atmospheric Administration
(NOAA). During his tenure at NOAA,
Joe served as associate administrator
for both the National Weather Service
and the Office of Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Research.

As the head of the National Weather
Service, Joe has guided the agency
through the most significant changes
in its 200-year history. Weather service
modernization has required the imple-
mentation of powerful new observa-
tional technologies, updated informa-
tion and forecast systems, and a
streamlined organizational structure.
When complete, it will yield revolu-

tionary advancements in our national
public weather warning and forecast
system. In fact, in recent years we
have already begun to document dra-
matic improvements in the accuracy
and timeliness of the Service’s fore-
casts of weather events. For example,
the Weather Service has lengthened
the warning time for tornadoes from 6
minutes back in 1994 to 10 minutes
today. That may not seem like a huge
accomplishment, but it can mean the
difference between life and death for
individuals who are caught in a torna-
do’s deadly path. Under Dr. Friday’s
leadership, we have also seen substan-
tial improvements in the accuracy of
predicting hurricane landfall, allowing
local managers to make better and less
costly evacuation plans and emergency
preparations.

In 1989, an anxious nation watched as
Hurricane Hugo moved relentlessly to-
wards the Southeastern coast. As we
waited, there was one person, Joe Fri-
day, that I could count on to answer
my questions and provide accurate in-
formation for tracking the storm. Dur-
ing weather service modernization
when local communities in every re-
gion raised concerns about the closing
of weather stations and the placement
of radars, one person, Joe Friday, sort-
ed through the rumors, listened, and
gave us straight information. In recent
years, budgetary difficulties have pro-
vided Joe with some of his greatest
challenges. However, he succeeded in
protecting the National Hurricane Cen-
ter and other essential programs from
sweeping cutbacks that would have
hampered the ability of the Weather
Service to do its job.

Last year, Joe moved over to NOAA’s
Office of Oceanic and Atmospheric Re-
search, where he is responsible for en-
vironmental research and technology
programs like Sea Grant and Climate
and Global Change. These programs are
critical for addressing such diverse
issues as global warming, climate pre-
diction, El Niño events, red tides, and
Pfiesteria. I am sure that many at
NOAA would echo my view when I say
that I regret not being able to entice
Dr. Friday to stay longer in his new po-
sition.

Throughout his career, Joe Friday
has shared credit for successes, but
never blamed others for problems or
difficulties. He is a rare mix of gifted
scientist, decorated soldier, and elo-
quent speaker—a charismatic man who
leads by example and has inspired a
generation of men and women at the
National Weather Service. His strong
leadership, clear vision, loyalty, and
concern for his colleagues were instru-
mental in creating an effective team of
professionals. His simple but powerful
philosophy has always been that, as a
public servant, his responsibility is to
provide the highest level of products
and services to the people of the United
States and the world. In all his endeav-
ors, he has supplied endless energy,
sound judgment, keen intelligence, and
a sense of humor to the government he
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